Overview of reading Thai
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Thai is hard, but not impossible!

Thai has no spaces.
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Thai has 44 consonants, 32 vowels (including long and short),
4 tone marks, and various other punctuation marks. GT
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Thai consonants are arranged into 3 classes to help determine the tone of the syllable you are reading.
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Q Q Q This is not the tone. The class name is arbitrary and simply

H:j/h Lou) —  separates them. A low class consonant could end up making a
high tone. We will talk more about this later.

Vowels appear everywhere...
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A single syllable in Thai usually consists of at most 4 parts.
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The Thai language has 5 tones!
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Tones are determined by 4 factors:



1. Consonant class: (High, medium, low)
2. Vowel length: short or long.

3. Tone mark

4. Final consonant: Whether it is a hard stop or a soft final
consonant.
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